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Abstract:

The paper dealt with the intervention of the Economic Community of West African States
in the political crisis that swept Mali in 2012 AD due to a military coup. In the first part,
the conditions that contributed to the emergence of the group as a sub-regional
organization were identified. After independence, most African countries faced the
challenge of addressing the legacy of long years of colonial rule, and thus the need for a
regional framework with many historical and geopolitical features and economic factors
emerged. The principles and objectives of the Economic Community were also discussed,
the Structures of the organization related to the settlement of conflicts and the
developments that took place in it were identified. It was found that the organization at the
beginning of its establishment did not contain structures for conflict settlement, but as a
result of several variables that appeared on the international scene, structures and
mechanisms for conflict settlement were established and witnessed a development in its
working mechanism through the establishment of a number of mechanisms that became
entrusted with the settlement of conflicts in the region, such as the Elders Committee, the
Mediation and Security Council, the monitoring and control forces, and the early warning
system, and it began to use preventive diplomacy represented in peace-building operations.
The second part dealt with the military intervention of the Economic Community against
the military coup in Mali 2012 AD, and the diplomatic and political efforts it made to solve
the crisis in Mali, which resulted in the return of the democratic system in Mali.

Keywords: ECOWAS, Regional Organization, Mali, Military Coup.
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